
Revisiting Sports at Southern Miss, Expensive and REALLY Bad Contracts 
 

Does anyone remember the Ellis Johnson contract?   The contract that former 
head football coach Ellis Johnson inked with USM before the 2012 season, a 
season in which USM finished 0-12 and resulting in Johnson being terminated. 
USM owes Johnson the remainder of his contract, or $2.1 million, even though 
Johnson secured employment, and at $800,000 per year – more than he was 
making as head coach at USM -- as the defensive coordinator at Auburn 
University. It is generally standard, when a termination occurs, to subtract a 
coach’s current salary from what he or she is owed from a prior employer.  But 
that’s not how it worked at USM. 

 

 

http://www.usmnews.net/The%20Farm%207Jan2013.pdf
http://www.usmnews.net/Lucas%20Spills%20Contract%20Info%20to%20Faculty%20Senate.pdf

